
WHY? 

K-9 Handler George Joy of 
Barrington retiring  

K-9 Heikko. 

am the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the NH 
Working Dog Foundation… I don’t have a dog. Don’t get 
me wrong, I love dogs but my schedule really doesn’t allow 

for the proper care of a dog. Also… I’m not a police officer. Some 
people know me from a radio show I do in the mornings on WOKQ-
97.5, FM. So mostly, I’m this radio guy around cops and dogs. I’ve 
talked about Working Dog on the air, and lots of people have asked 
me… Why? Why am I involved with Working Dog? Why did I wind up 
Chairman of the Board of Working Dog? Why do I put on a sleeve at 
demos and let a K-9 chomp on me? Why can’t I get them tickets to 
concerts? Believe me, that last one is a tough cross to bear! 
 
Let’s deal with the first few “why” questions: Why I’m involved is 
simple… respect. I respect the men and women who put on a badge 
and respond to calls for help from the rest of us. I also respect the 

handlers that can develop 
a level of communication 
with dogs that most of the 
rest of us, no matter how 
much we may love our 
pets, will ever achieve.  
The countless hours of 
training and bonding 
makes for an amazing 
connection between 
handler and K-9. The level 
of commitment on the part 
of the handlers is 
staggering. Remember… 
beyond K-9, they are still 
officers that have to 
perform all the same 
duties and training as 
every other police officer.  
Often, these highly trained 
professionals are 
performing very un-
glamorous tasks… many 
of the tasks that you and I 
don’t want to do.  
(cont. page 2) 
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Visit www.workingdog.org for continuous updates on our seminars, events and to order great merchandise. 

Now this is multi-tasking! 

By Mark Ericson 

After 8 years as a tightly-knit team K-9 
Handler George Joy of the Barrington, NH 
police department is retiring his faithful K-9 
partner Heikko. Recently the WDF spoke 
to Officer Joy about the process: 

WDF: So how is Heikko taking to retire-
ment? 

GJ: Neither of us is too happy about it, but 
at least I understand why. He’s not too 
thrilled about being left behind. I still take 
him on duty, but now I split the time be-
tween him and my new dog, Gipsy. 

WDF: Gipsy seems to be taking to her 
training like a natural. Can you tell us a 
little about her? 

GJ: She’s 16 months old, from Germany. I 
got her about 3 months ago. She’s very 
bright and talented, really easy to train. 

WDF: What differences have you found 
between working a female vs. a male? 

GJ: She’s a little more focused on me and 
training, less aggression toward other 
dogs.  I’ll miss Heikko’s physical size in 
some ways, his size was imposing, but 
she’ll be able to get into spaces he couldn’t 
and she’s just a little more agile. Other 
than that, they are both alike in willingness 
and she’s going to make a great partner as 
we learn to trust each other as a team. 

(Continued on back page) 

K9 Heikko is the K-9 “helping” Chairman 
Mark Ericson (picture on right) at the 2009 
Car Show & Open House! 
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When something goes bump in the night outside our bedroom windows most of us would rather not go 
out there to see who or what it was. We call the police. We count on their dedication, skill and bravery. 
What went bump in the night? You and I don’t care if it was a badger or the Boston Strangler, we didn’t 
have to deal with it because a police officer did. That deserves our respect.  
 
 The K-9 officers do all of those things, and so much more with their 4 legged partners. The skills of 
both the handler and the dog are nothing short of amazing. I’m constantly awed by the things these 
units can accomplish. “Unit” is the best word I can come up with for the pairing of an officer and dog. 
The dogs’ abilities are part of their species, but to refine, direct and control those abilities is an accom-
plishment of epic proportions. Yet, these officers do it… every day.  Hey dog, go find that kid! Hey dog, 
find where the drugs are hidden! Hey dog… go chase down that bad guy! Yo dawg… it was a little 
pitchy for me… (whoops, sorry, Idol was on last night). Most of us can’t get that level of cooperation out 
of our kids or co-workers. What these folks do day in and day out is impressive, and should be talked 
about, admired and respected.  The fact that the Working Dog Foundation/NH Police K-9 Academy 
handlers are performing at national-recognition levels with, in many cases, less time and resources 
than other departments makes it even more mind-boggling. The NH Police K-9 Academy is the “cop” 
side of the Working Dog Foundation. Our job is to provide the Academy with what it needs to provide 
the best training anywhere.   
 
Why am I the Chairman? I’ve worked with several non-profits over the years, wanted to be a part of the 
Working Dog Foundation and was honored to become Chairman. There’s an energy and aura to this 
group of people that you just can’t find anywhere else. I hope that energy is contagious, and that you, 
dear reader, want to be involved if you aren’t already. Whether by volunteering, donating or just helping 
to spread the word, this is a great organization doing terrific things for the communities we serve.   
 
Why do I put on the sleeve at demos? It gives us something to talk about on the radio show, and it’s 
like when the magician pulls somebody from the audience to perform a little magic.  It’s fascinating to 
see a “regular person” getting involved in something so foreign to them.  Plus, you have to remember 
that for the dog… it’s just their training, it’s nothing personal. I love the notion that this beautiful animal 
can be chomping on me in one moment, and the next moment be happy to have me pet them. Most 
things that try and chomp on me have their own motives and that’s never good! 

 
That’s “why” for me… what about you?  Are you involved?  Would you like 
to be?  There are plenty of ways to help.  I encourage you to check out 
www.workingdog.org.  Our friends at Pixel Media got involved and built us 
a world-class web site.  Let us know how you’d like to help. 
 
Now… what concert did you want tickets to? 
 

�������������
 

 

WHY? (continued)  
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Did You Know? 
 
Rin Tin Tin was the first American canine movie star and actually signed his own contracts for 22 
movies with a paw print. 
 
Toto's role in The Wizard of Oz was played by a female Cairn Terrier named Terry. 
 
Teddy Roosevelt's pit bull, Pete, once ripped off a French ambassador's pants at a White House event. 
 
Zorba, an English Mastiff, is the heaviest dog on record, weighing 343 lbs at the age of 8 in 1989. 

 
According to ancient Greek literature, when Odysseus arrived home after an absence of 20 
years, disguised as a beggar, the only one to recognize him was his old dog Argos, who 
wagged his tail at his master, and then died.  

· Welcome Reception & 3 Course Buffet Dinner 
 
· Awards Ceremony 
 
· Slide Show 
 
· Meet & Greet With K-9’s and Their Handlers 

 
Welcome Reception: 6:00 P.M. - 7:00P.M. 

 
Dinner and Slide Show: 7:00 P.M. -  9:00 P.M. 

 
Cost: $50.00 per person 

 
Location: The Jarvis Center 

40 Andrew Jarvis Drive 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 

 
Please R.S.V.P. by 5/03/10 

Contact Person: Patti Ferland 
Phone: 603-234-1162 

Email: mcbakerland@cs.com 

The Working Dog  
Foundation 
Invites You 

To Attend The  
8th Annual 

K9 Handlers’ 
Appreciation Dinner 

Monday, May 10, 2010 
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WORKING DOG FOUNDATION 

4TH ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
 

                  SCHEDULE 
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�� Yes, I will play! Individual Foursome @ $125.00 x ________ (# of people) =$________(total) 
                                       Foursome Entries @ $500.00 x _________ (# of foursomes) = $________(total) 

�� No, I am unable to play; however, I am making a donation of $______________ 
              Donor Name:___________________________________ 
 
              Make checks payable to : Working Dog Foundation 
              Mail to : Working Dog Golf Classic, c/o Golf Committee Chair PO Box 22312 Portsmouth, NH 03802 

&6�0+���&6�0+���&6�0+���&6�0+���� ��� &6�0+��2&6�0+��2&6�0+��2&6�0+��2� ���
Name: 
 

Name: 

Address: 
 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 
 

City, State, Zip: 

Email/Phone: 
 

Email/Phone: 

PLAYER 3 PLAYER 4 

Name: 
 

Name: 

Address: Address: 
 

City, State, Zip:  City, State, Zip: 
 

Email/Phone: 
 

Email/Phone: 
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�����CALENDAR & NOTES 

¨ The 8th. Annual Handler Appreciation 
Awards Dinner is May 10, 2010 and 
will be held once again at the 
fabulous Jarvis Center, Portsmouth, 
N.H. This fundraiser is a chance to 
honor our K-9 Teams and special folk 
that have made a significant impact 
on the quality and effectiveness of the 
foundation. It’s an evening of getting 
up close and personal with the 
handlers and dogs, great food and a 
lot of laughs. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance. Check out the 
website at www.workingdog.org for all 
the updated info.  

¨ 4th. Annual Working Dog Foundation 
Police K-9 Golf Tournament Monday, 
June 21, 2010 8:30 A.M. SHOTGUN 
S T A R T !  M o r e  i n f o  a t 
www.workingdog.org or contact 
A a r o n  a t 
agoodwin@cityofportsmouth.com 

¨ 5th. Annual Car Show and Open 
House on Saturday, Sept. 4th, 2010.   
K-9 demos, fun for kids and adults. 
Watch for more details next 
newsletter or go to the website at 
www.workingdog.org. 

¨ Iron Dog Challenge: Saturday, Oct. 
16th. Time TBD. More info next 
newsletter or go to the website at 
www.workingdog.org for latest 
updates! 

¨ Join us on FACEBOOK! Go the 
website at www.workingdog.org and 
click on the link to join, or go to 
Facebook and look for us directly. 
We’ll be looking for you! 

¨ WWW.WORKINGDOG.ORG for all 
the latest seminars, updates and 
scheduled events! 

 

 

�

�

Working Dog Foundation   

PO Box 22312 
Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 
 
Federally Registered 501:C-3  
Non-Profit Organization   
Tax I.D. # 02-0488891  
Incorporated State of New Hampshire 
Incorporated State of Maine   

   
There are many reasons for dogs 
and cats to ingest  food items and 
other materials which can cause 
intestinal obstructions. Many of 
these situations are easily pre-
vented and can avoid the need for 
surgery with some careful attention 
to your pet’s environment. 
 
    Food  in general is very attractive 
to dogs. Corn cobs in particular 
cause obstruction because the 
body will not break them down.  
The cobs do not show on radio-
graphs and therefore are not easily 
diagnosed. Surgery is required to 
remove these and often intestine 
that has been damage will need to 
be removed. 
 
     Sticks from both the yard and 
the dinner table can cause penetra-
tion of the intestines. Wood items 
like teriyaki sticks and popsicle 
sticks have a residual taste and 
dogs will swallow them. These are 
capable of  traveling to the stom-
ach, but are likely to  poke through 
the narrow intestines and cause 
peritonitis. Many of these do not 
show up on radiographs and as 
such can be difficult to diagnose.  
Sticks from the yard can cause ab-
scess in the roof of the mouth and 
behind the eyes. If your dog is sud-
denly unable to open his mouth or 
appears to not be able to yawn, he 
may have  a retrobulbar abscess 
which may require surgery for 
drainage. 
 
    Dental floss, needles and thread 
panty hose and other rope type 
items can be ingested and cause 
damage in many areas of the intes-
tines.  In some cases, some of the 
string can lodge under the tongue 
and the rest can travel through the 
guts. When there is tension on the 
string, it literally  can saw through  

intestines and cause peritonitis. 
These are often not visible on 
radiographs and in some in-
stances, the string is embedded 
under the tongue. 
 
    Coins can cause damage in 
addition to obstruction. Any 
amount of zinc from coins can be 
absorbed into the system as the 
stomach acids break down the 
coins. This can cause anemia 
and eventually death if not diag-
nosed early. The good news is 
that  the coins will show up on 
radiographs and surgery is not 
always necessary to remove 
them. The coins can be removed 
with a fiber optic endoscope 
while your dog is under anesthe-
sia. 
 
     Gorilla glue has proven to 
cause serious stomach  obstruc-
tions in dogs. A small amount of 
ingested glue will expand to 
many times the original size and 
lodge in the stomach. These 
large glue balls will stick to the 
stomach lining and will not pass 
through the intestines and cannot 
be vomited back through the in-
testines. Surgery is required to 
remove these glue balls. Fortu-
nately, the stomach recovers 
very well from surgery and the 
glue tends to not cause perfora-
tions. 
 
      Your dog should be seen by 
a veterinarian whenever you de-
tect either vomiting or a reluc-
tance to eat. Taking careful in-
ventory of household items and  
accounting for all trash and  
items in the yard will help prevent 
foreign body obstructions and 
surgery. More foreign bodies will 
be discussed in the next  issue. 
 

����������
                                                                               
 
 
  
  
 

oreign Objects  
Part 1 

By Dr. Robin Zuckerman, DVM 
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A BIG thanks to Pixel Media of Portsmouth, NH for our new Website! If you haven’t visited us online lately, come 
check it out! www.workingdog.org. Don’t forget to join our FaceBook page! 
 
Welcome to the newest member of the Working Dog Foundation Board of Directors, Jason Page. Jason lives in 
Seabrook, NH with his wife of 27 years, Noreen and has one daughter. He is an avid Harley Davidson owner 
and is a member of our good friends & the sponsor of our 2009 “Hawgs for Dawgs” ride, the North Hampton 

Seacoast Chapter of the Harley Owners Group (HOG). Jason is Chairperson of the WDF Membership Committee. 
�
�
Officer Scott Pearl and police K-9 Wess recently graduated a five-week drug detection 
certification course. The K-9 team received drug detection canine certification that was 
sponsored by the Boston, Ma. Police Department. Officer Pearl and K-9 Wess were 
among twelve teams that accomplished the 200-hour course. This course meets and/
or exceeds national standards. The Team is now trained and certified in the detection 
of many illegal drugs. They will also continue their patrol duties including tracking, ap-
prehension and article searches. 
 
 

From Lou: “Well done to the following K-9 Teams for their recent tracking dog certification from the United 
States Police Canine Association (USPCA); 
 

Off. Steve Tenney & K-9 Laika- Keene NH PD 
Off. Dustin Parent & K-9 Agbar- Gilford NH PD 
Off. Keith MacKenzie & K-9 Fina- Rochester NH PD 
Off. Kevin Chabot & K-9 Elli- Wells Me PD 
Off. Jason Palmer & K-9 Oryx- Milford NH PD 
Off. James O'Brien & K-9 Blek- Wolfeboro NH PD 
Off. Eric Kinsman & K-9 Titan- Portsmouth NH PD 
Off. Chris Johnson & K-9 Zeke- Alton NH PD 
Off. Scott Pearl & K-9 Wess- Portsmouth NH PD 
Off. John Usher & K-9 Eddie- Strafford County Sheriff's Office 
Off. Bill Andrew & K-9 Grinko- Windham Me PD 
Off. Brent Barter & K-9 Olga- Lincoln County Sheriff's Office 
 
Thank you to Chief Judge Wayne Stewart, Judge Jim Matarese, Steve Tenney, John Usher and Chief Shawn 
Bernier of the New Durham Police Department for sponsoring the event.” 
 

 
Congrats to Kittery Officer Jay Durgin and K-9 Emma for their successful track of two burglaries. Within minutes 
of their searching the area, police were able to locate a suspect in the woods 
 
From Chief Lou “Nice job to our head trainer John Usher & K9 Eddie and for his help in the capture of suspects 
in Portsmouth.”  
 
Congrats to K-9 Officer Keith MacKenzie and K-9 Fina for another successful track in Rochester.  
Team Fina rocks! 

                                             Send your news to Patti at: mcbakerland@cs.com  

All views contained within this publication are those of the individual authors and are not intended to be the views and opinions of the Working Dog Founda-
tion, its Board of Directors or its members. The purpose of this publication is for the entertainment of its readers and all rights have been reserved. No use is 
permitted which will infringe on the copyright without the express written consent of the copyright owners. Copyright 2010 
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SSGT Bernard E.J. Reed of the 157th Security Forces, USAF became a 
Lifetime Member of the Working 
Dog Foundation by donating the 
funds to purchase a future K-9 for a 
New Hampshire Police department. 
SSGT Reed’s donation helped fulfill 
a  lifelong dream of becoming a K9 
officer. While he did not have the 
opportunity in the Air Force to be a 
K9 handler, he will vicariously be 
able to part of the K9 community via 
the Working Dog Foundation and 
the NH Police K9 Academy through 
his generous donation.    

 
SSGT Reed is a true patriot and the 

Working Dog Foundation is PROUD to call him one of their own. Thank 
you SSGT Bernard E.J. Reed, USAF. The Working Dog Foundation ap-

preciates your donation, your thoughtfulness and the honor that you bring 
to our country!    

Volunteers! 
We welcome anyone who wants 
to help out at any of our events. 
We guarantee lots of lugging, 

loading and laughs! 
 

Working Dog Foundation  
PO Box 22312 

Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 
www.workingdog.org �

From the left: SMSGT Mike Sullivan, 
Board of Directors, SSGT Reed, 
Chairman Mark Ericson  

Welcome to new Lifetime Member 
Mike Sargent of “Sargents Service 
Center” in Rye, NH! 

A big thanks to our friend, Bob 
Shouse of Bicycle Bob’s, Ports-
mouth, NH for generously donating 
a bicycle to the K9-Kids Korner at 
the Annual Car Show & Open 
House for 3 years in a row! 

Raffle winners announced at the An-
nual Car Show & Open House: 
Two night stay courtesy of Samoset 
Resort: JW Wakefield of York, Me 
K9 Ride– Along: Janet Still of York, 
Me.  
Lobster Boat Trip: Bobbie Consaga of 
York, Me.  

K-9 Jasou 
Officer Mike Sawyer 

(after “grunge run” at Iron Dog) 
Scarborough, Me. 

K-9 Turbo 
Handler Tim Black 2001-2006 

Portsmouth, NH 
Handler Phil Ahlin 1999-2001 

Portsmouth, NH 

Quint 
Beloved pal 

of the Ferlands 
A friend to all 

In Memory 
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Working Dog Foundation 
P.O. Box 22312 

Portsmouth, N.H. 
03802-2312 

�� K-9 Supporter donation of $10.00 will 
supply a child’s classroom with the K-9 
Kasha coloring books and Jr. Police K-9 
Handler badges. 

 
�� Annual member donation of $50.00 of-

fers you the newsletter, special re-
leases, promotions, window decal and 
membership card. 

 
�� K-9 Partner donation of $100.00 earns 

you a certificate to hang, window de-
cals, membership card and newsletter. 

 
�� Corporate donation of $500.00 entitles 

you or your company to a thank you 
plaque and photo, special invitations to 
events, inscribed name at the K-9 Acad-
emy, membership card and newsletter. 

 
�� Lifetime member donation of $1,000.00 

or more yields a special plaque and 
photo, inscription at the K-9 Academy, 
newsletter and much more. 

 
Other Donation__________________ 

 
Registered 501:C-3 Non-Profit Organization 

Federal Tax Exempt ID# 02-0488891 
�����������	������


Working Dog Foundation 
PO Box 22312 
Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 

Membership in the Working Dog 
Foundation & New Hampshire Po-
lice K-9 Academy is all about the 
Team Work!.  
Your membership dollars go to fund 
a variety of grant programs, from 
purchasing a dog for a department, 
providing bullet-proof vests for the 
K-9s, educational seminars, K-9 
academy equipment and a whole 
lot more. 
If you’re not a member, why not 
take a moment to become a part of 
the wonderful team effort of sup-
porting the police dogs who keep 
our families safe! 
 

(cont. from front page)  
WDF: What’s your favorite memory 
with Heikko? 
 
GJ: I guess, if I had to pick just one, 
it would be competing with him for 
the first time in the PDIs (Police 
Dog Competition) at Pease in 2005. 
(John) Usher, Shawn Bernier, Re-
becca (Hester) and I took first place 

for team. 
Heikko and I 
took first place 
novice, and we 
cleaned house 
in the Criminal 
Apprehension-
Novice. I didn't 
really want to 
compete, got 
talked into it 
and he did 
very well. 

 
WDF: Thanks 

George. Gipsy’s got big paws to fill, 
but she has a good team leader, we 
wish you both great success and a 
long partnership. 

New K-9 Gipsy 


